CBC RADIO TRAINING COURSES

Advanced Interviewing 

An intensive two-day workshop for hosts of current affairs and news programs that focuses on the principles of interviewing, with particular attention paid to the issue of "spin". Includes critical listening sessions of the participants' work.

Creativity Workshop - (Uncommon Creative)

This course is ideal for reporters, producers, APs, show producers and anyone who has to come up with fresh ideas on a regular basis. Perfect for anyone who has a creativity component to his or her job. 

Critical Thinking

This is an ideal workshop for journalists who need to understand what questions to ask, what leads to follow, what to do when a story changes direction. It includes a session on journalistic ethics. The ideal candidate is someone who needs to have a full understanding of how to read a poll, survey or statistical report. 

Train the Trainer 

Open to CBC employees who show potential to become internal trainers – AND have an identified area of expertise. The course gives participants the tools, knowledge and confidence to tackle real world training situations Participants will experience a variety of presentation and application methods, creative use of media and well crafted materials that show what understanding adult learning principles is all about. 

Train the Trainer - Instructional Techniques

Participants practice the concepts and skills by delivering three lessons, which may be drawn from training programs in their own environment. Workshop leaders who give oral and written feedback observe all presentations. Participants also receive a videotape of their presentations for personal viewing..
Going Live

The purpose of the workshop is to familiarize reporters with the skills in knowledge needed to do a live, or live to tape report. Participants will learn the elements of a successful report as well as how to prepare, how to perform under pressure and how to communicate effectively. There is also an emphasis on the legal issues surrounding live reports. At the end of the day there will be an opportunity to try a live report with feedback from instructors and other participants. 

Internet Research 

For someone who wants to move beyond basic Internet searches to learning how to find – hard to find information. Prior to federal and provincial elections, the course teaches employees how to find related websites, chat groups and web logs. Participants learn how to find government documents, background information and how to file Freedom of Information requests based on Internet information. 
Investigative Journalism 

In this 10-day workshop, participants learn the basics of a great investigative story. The course covers theory and practice including specific skills building and discussions of a wide array of research, editorial, storytelling and production techniques. 

On-air Presentation

Coaching and instruction designed to help on-air staff to meet their potential in terms of strong on-air performance. Can be one-on-one training/coaching, or small group workshops. 

Program Pillars 

This workshop, offered to morning and afternoon shows, is designed to help them tailor CBC Radio’s national pillars to their program. 

Pitch Workshop

This 90 minute workshop will help producers, reporters and researchers to 'sell' their stories so that more original journalism makes it to air. It also includes ideas for improving story development.

Poc Doc

The secrets of a strong, short form documentary. How to make compelling radio that tackles current affairs topics. Duration - 5 days.


Producing Interviews

This is for those who find guests for a daily or weekly program and need to find the right guest for the right story. The workshop includes how to pre-interview, develop questions, find themes and prep the host or reporter who may be conducting the interview. Includes a section on finding guests for breaking news. 

Programming Music

Selection and use of music to set the tone or personality of a radio program. How music can enhance what listeners experience. 

Putting it All Together

This is a 5-day course offered to eight producers at a time. Participants must have direct responsibility for, and authority over, their programs. This course covers everything from "the big idea" (your show concept/definition) to the skills needed to create a cohesive show; to the leadership considerations involved in being "the Producer." 

Radio Documentary Production

Over the five days, participants will explore a balance of theory and practical production techniques. 


Radio Documentaries – The Next Generation

Getting to know our characters (what are we looking for; major, minor characters; motivation, action; introducing them; interesting people make interesting stories) and Interviewing in the field (questions for character building; action scenes; other tips 
 

Radio Skills

The course is designed to cover the basics of radio production, including writing, performance, story development, pitching, vetting and interviewing. 
 

Spin – Journalism, PR, and the Search for Truth

This one-day workshop examines the complex relationship between the PR industry and the mass media, the pervasiveness of SPIN in contemporary society and the impact it has had on us. Participants will explore strategies to get us out of the current spin cycle. The workshop will teach candidates to define spin, learn about the history of Spin, learn how the media has become part of the spin industry and look at media strategies that can break the cycle. 

Sound Workshops 

How to make sound a part of a radio program, regardless of the type of show. This course is a refresher that gives participants a toolkit they can use when they return to their location to better utilize sound in their stories and shows. 

Studio Direction 

Fundamentals of directing a radio program. Includes show planning and organization, program pace and flow, communication with the host, juggling time and use of music.

The Write Stuff

A two-day promo writing/production workshop

Writing 

A one day session focuses on improved quality and content. We also have 3-day advanced workshops for writers, reporters and hosts.
